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With the growing popularity
of dance, largely thanks
to television shows, it is
important to consider the
facilities required for learning
and teaching dance. High on
the list for a dance studio or stage is a suitable floor.
For dancers at all levels, the floor is where dancers
will spend most of their time. Not only is the dance
floor central to a dancer’s training and working
environment, but the wrong floor can lead to injuries
sustained from slips and falls, or to longer term stress
related injury.
In this issue of Harlequin News we feature stories
from Britain and around the world.
See how the printed Harlequin Cascade floor
transformed the set at the grand reopening of the
newly restored Bolshoi Theatre in Moscow.
Read snippets of interviews with Riverdance and
Sydney Dance Company, then why not download the
full length version using the QR code. Find out about
the latest measures being taken to reduce dancer
injury. Plus much more.
Harlequin News is one way of us communicating with
our customers but don’t forget, there are many ways
to get in touch. Join us on Facebook (/harlequinfloors),
follow us on Twitter (@DanceFloors), comment on our
blog, keep up to date with the latest developments on
our website, which features a Live Chat link, meet the
team at exhibitions or call us free on 0800 28 99 32.
Whichever way you choose to get in touch, we look
forward to hearing from you!

Bolshoi’s sumptuous set design
includes the dance floor!

Guy Dagger
Managing Director,
British Harlequin plc

SEE PAGE 6
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We travel to Killarney to discover from
Julian Erskine why Riverdance tours the
world with Harlequin Cascade dance floors
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The Royal Albert Hall, home to the
world famous music promenade concerts,
hosts the first Dance Proms
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Rafael Bonachela talks about the
new dance floors installed for the Sydney
Dance Company
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Harlequin Cascade for Riverdance
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Harlequin Cascade
makes Riverdance
a better show for
everybody
Since its beginnings as an interval act during the
Eurovision Song Contest staged in Dublin, Riverdance
has gone on to conquer the world. And where Riverdance
goes, so do rolls of Harlequin Cascade!
British Harlequin Marketing Manager, Caroline Reilly, caught up with the show’s
Executive Producer Julian Erskine, at the National Events Centre in Killarney. Julian
explained how an extensive search for the right floor ended with choosing Harlequin
Cascade - a floor that has since travelled the world with Riverdance for seventeen
years. On a recent 22 week tour of North America, the floor was rolled out in 77
cities. “The floor went out 77 times…and without any need for repairs. It’s a credit
to the product that it does that.” In the video Julian emphasises how important
the floor is to the dancers’ confidence, so they don’t “hold back” and can “go all
out” without fear of slipping. Slipping was a real problem in the early days before
Harlequin Cascade, as the special shoes used for Irish dance polished the traditional
wood surface to a shiny and slippery gloss. “Our dancers’ reaction to the floor is
completely positive.
When we found Harlequin Cascade the confidence arrived to go out every night
knowing the major issue of whether they were going to slip or not was over. We find with
Harlequin Cascade dancers have no fear and can go as fast as they like, it makes the
show better for everybody.” In the video interview he also talks about the importance
of floor colour to work with lighting and scenic projection. Summing up what Harlequin
meant to him is ‘confidence’ in the floor and ‘satisfaction’ with the service received
over the years.
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Full Version

The full interview can be viewed on
YouTube and the Harlequin video
channel showcasing the continuing
role of Harlequin Cascade in this
long running success.
Plus a look back at Riverdance
history and an interview with dancer
and choreographer, Eileen Martin.

Interview

Dance Proms and NIDMS
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dance news
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Susan Robinson School of Ballet

Dance Proms
debuts at the
Royal Albert Hall
British Harlequin was a sponsor of the first ever Dance
Proms when the UK’s rising stars performed at the
Royal Albert Hall. 24 dance acts from around the UK
performed on a Harlequin dance floor at this major new
national dance festival launched last year to find the
UK’s most talented dance students.
With more than 450 young dancers taking to the stage at the Royal Albert Hall, it
was an evening to remember with a finale that brought the packed hall to their feet
for a standing ovation. The young dancers displayed a huge range of dance styles –
from classic ballroom and beautiful ballet to energetic tap, street, jive, jazz and some
thought provoking contemporary dance.
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Along with guest appearances by Marianela Nuñez and Thiago Soares, principals of
The Royal Ballet, performances by Strictly Come Dancing stars Darren Bennett and
Lilia Kopylova added to the excitement.
Many respected guests from the world of dance were in attendance including Dame
Beryl Grey DBE, Bonnie Langford, Steven McRae, Karen Hardy, Sir Peter Wright, Kevin
O'Hare, Jack Petchey CBE, and TV’s Chris Hollins.

National Institute of Dance, Medicine and Science
- Official launch to be held on 30th April 2012
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After several years of hard work fundraising, Dance
UK is proud to announce that the initial phase of the
first National Institute of Dance Medicine and Science
(NIDMS) will open in Spring 2012. This will include
a new specialist NHS dance injury clinic at the Royal
National Orthopaedic Hospital (RNOH) that can be
accessed free by all dancers.

This is the first exciting step in fulfilling
long-term plans to ensure ALL dancers
have access to affordable, comprehensive
healthcare and dance science support.
Dance UK is still a way off from reaching
the target of £500,000 but thanks
to major donations from the Jerwood
Charitable Foundation and British
Harlequin, along with further donations
from other sources, they are well on
their way.
The funds raised so far will be used to
kick-start this specialist service and if
demand is demonstrated there is every
chance it will become self-sustaining at
the level required. The NIDMS partners
have planned that if the model works
successfully in London, there will be
additional funds released to start a similar
service in Birmingham and then with
further funds raised they may be able to
role it out in other locations nationally.

Donations also go towards NIDMS’ vital
longitudinal research into dancers’
health, injuries and their causes, with an
aim to back up future injury prevention
and performance enhancement efforts
with hard evidence.
The NIDMS partners include Dance UK,
Birmingham Royal Ballet, Trinity Laban,
University of Wolverhampton, University of
Birmingham and the RNOH.
Launch date 30th April at 6pm, Royal
Society of Medicine, 1 Wimpole Street,
London W1G 0AE.

Jerwood Centre for the Prevention
and Treatment of Dance Injuries

If you would like to get involved or to donate, please contact Dance UK.
http://www.danceuk.org/healthier-dancer-programme/
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events

Harlequin Group Marketing Manager, Mark Rasmussen,
American Harlequin’s Vice President, Patricia Basileo
and Marketing Manager Claire Londress

IADMS, Trinity Laban and Prix de Lausanne

Harlequin team engage with
IADMS dance health conference
When the 21st annual meeting of the International
Association for Dance Medicine and Science (IADMS)
convened in Washington DC, representatives from
Harlequin Floors worldwide numbered among the
delegates, providing an important opportunity for
Harlequin to interact with the dance community.

Harlequin – Annual Sponsors of IADMS
- is a brand well recognised throughout

the dance community as leading the way in
developing and evolving the modern dance
floor. This is thanks in no small part to a
close relationship forged between dancers
and a manufacturer intent on developing
floors that dancers choose to dance on.
In recent years, Harlequin has supported
various researchers to gain a greater
insight into the understanding of important
contributing factors that constitute a ‘good
floor’. Dancers are naturally well aware of
the importance of the dance floor.

Support for Trinity
Laban symposium
Thanking British Harlequin
for its “generous support” Dr
Emma Redding said, “Over 100
delegates attended the Passion,
Pathways
and
Potential
in Dance symposium held at
Trinity Laban.” The symposium
launched the findings of a
three-year
interdisciplinary
research project into the
L-R: Imogen Walker, PHD candidate on the project.
development of dance talent
Dr Sanna Nordin-Bates, Research Fellow on the
project and Dr Emma Redding, Principal Investigator
among young people.
on the project.
The largest project of its kind involved nearly 800 young dancers training at eight
government-funded Centres for Advanced Training (CATs). The interdisciplinary
research measured a wide range of characteristics related to dance talent (physiology,
anthropometry, psychology, injury, adherence, creativity) and explored the factors that
may contribute to optimal talent development. Qualitative interview-based research
also investigated how these factors relate to both creativity and commitment. Delegates
who attended the event came from many backgrounds and included dance educators,
industry professionals and leaders, academic researchers and policy makers. The
research findings presented were received with great interest and feedback from
delegates was extremely positive.
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They ‘Liked it’ at the
Prix de Lausanne
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Summing up the event, Patricia Basileo,
Vice President of the American Harlequin
Corporation said, "Supporting the work
of IADMS is
part of our worldwide
commitment to healthier dancers. The
Washington DC meeting was a great
success and full of enthusiastic delegates
sharing that same commitment. In
addition, it was a wonderful opportunity
for us to meet with customers and friends
old and new."

Thousands gave the Harlequin Facebook page the
‘thumbs up’ by ‘Liking’ the online competition run
in conjunction with the Prix de Lausanne. With five
iPads up for grabs, almost 7,000 Facebook users were
attracted to click on the “Like2Win” page.
Harlequin Floors, world leaders in dance floor technology continued as a sponsor for
the 40th Prix de Lausanne, which took place in Switzerland, with competitors in this
prestigious event once again enjoying the benefit of performing on Harlequin dance
floors, supplied as part of the company’s sponsorship support.
Created in 1973, the Prix de Lausanne is an international competition for young
dancers aged 15 to 18 with “a prime objective to discover, promote and support
talent among the world’s finest young dancers.” Harlequin Floors also celebrated
four years of participating in the Prix de Lausanne as sponsor of the video-blog,
which has become established as a favourite among the young dance community.

Rafael Bonachela

Interview

Artistic Director of Sydney Dance Company

Interview with Rafael Bonachela.

We chose Harlequin ﬂoors for our studios
because we had to have the best.

Also available on the Harlequin YouTube channel
and Harlequin video channel

Sydney Dance Company and EDC

“The surface on which
we create our art.”
“We approached the purchase of the
floor for our four studios with great
care and consideration. The floor is a
great asset for our daily working lives,
it is the surface on which we make our
art, so yes, we could only have the best”.
Harlequin
Australasia
installed
Harlequin Cascade and Harlequin
Studio for the Sydney Dance Company,
working overnight to avoid disrupting
a busy rehearsal schedule. Rafael Bonachela
explained, “The technicians came and laid the floor. We
came in the morning after and it was all done, to the 100%
perfection we expected, flawless and like magic!”
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“When someone says to me Harlequin, first of all I feel relaxed; I know I
can trust it and I know its going to be a very, very professional surface
and that we are going to be able to work very confidently – it’s the
best we can have!” Rafael Bonachela concluded, “The dancers
love the new floor, they are enjoying dancing on it because it’s not
slippery and doesn't prevent you from turning or anything like that.
Also in contemporary dance there is very rigorous floor work that
we do, that’s why it’s so important we have a great floor.”

Expressions Dance Company
scoops Harlequin award
in Australia
Expressions Dance Company (EDC) won the Harlequin sponsored ‘Outstanding
Performance by a Company Award’ for Where the Heart Is, at the 2011 Australian
Dance Awards, held in Brisbane.
Natalie Weir, Artistic Director of EDC and choreographer of Where
the Heart Is said, “EDC was both proud and humbled to be awarded
in a category with such amazing artists and companies from around
Australia. Where the Heart Is was a joyous journey for the creative
team.” She added, “It was nominated by the judges for the dancers’
beauty and technical excellence in telling a powerful emotional
story with great characterisation and intensity”.
Taking two further awards on the night were dancer Amy
Hollingsworth and choreographer Rafael Bonachela, both from
Sydney Dance Company.

‘Outstanding Performance for a Female Dancer’ was awarded
to Amy for Irony of Fate for her “outstanding technique
articulation, clever variation of dynamics and powerful
stage presence; an exceptional artist”. Rafael Bonachela’s
award in the ‘Outstanding Achievement in Choreography’
category was for 6 Breaths. Cited for “a delicate combination
of skill and vision to create an exquisitely crafted, beautifully
balanced work; for a wonderful collaboration with video artist
and musician”.
Natalie Weir, Artistic Director EDC
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on stage
Bolshoi and Burn The Floor

Bolshoi’s sumptuous
set design includes
the dance floor!
After a six year restoration project, Moscow’s iconic
Bolshoi Theatre has re-opened. The Harlequin dance floor
was an integral part of the set design for the Bolshoi
Ballet’s opening show, Sleeping Beauty.

Extensive testing and experimentation
during the development ensured surface
characteristics were maintained, along
with adequate adhesion of the inks to
withstand scuffing from ballet shoes.
When discussing the new floor at the
Bolshoi Theatre, Sergei Filin, Artistic
Director of the Bolshoi Ballet said:
“Harlequin floors are comfortable
as soon as you stand on them.

You can work for longer on them too. If
you get tired after an hour on a different
floor, you can work for two, three or four
hours on a Harlequin floor.”
Harlequin Cascade is a reinforced vinyl
dance surface manufactured to high
standards. Popular with stage managers, it
is a heavy-duty stage floor that withstands
heavy props and is ideal for dance.
The underlying Harlequin Liberty sprung
floor comprises panels designed to
provide consistent shock absorption that
independent research shows minimise
injuries among dancers.
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Using advanced wide-format computer
controlled printing techniques, Italian
designer Ezio Frigerio’s design was
digitized for printing on rolls of white
Harlequin Cascade.

Bolshoi tour with new lightweight dance floor
In addition, the Bolshoi Ballet recently purchased the new lightweight Harlequin
AeroDeck sprung floor to take on their current tour.
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Harlequin Reversible provides
‘Burn The Floor’dancers with
perfection and confidence
“Burn The Floor has performed to over 5 million people
in 250 cities.” says Peta Roby, Executive Producer for
Burn The Floor.
“All our dancers are international Ballroom and Latin competitors who have been
brought up on wooden sprung floors, which wasn’t a feasible touring prospect. Our
biggest challenge was to find a surface that gave our dancers the confidence to be able
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“Over the last 10 years our relationship with Harlequin has modernised our approach
to Ballroom and Latin dancing; smoothly transitioning our company to a Harlequin
Reversible touring surface, which provides our dancers with the perfection and
confidence they need to deliver their performances.”

n

to transition and express our dance art forms.”

Interview

Interview with
Andy Waddington,
Northern Ballet

theatre
Northern Ballet and Phoenix Dance

Northern Ballet
continues to put
trust in Harlequin
dance floors
British Harlequin installed Harlequin WoodSpring
sprung floors with Harlequin Studio vinyl dance
surfaces in all the dance and performance studios for
Northern Ballet’s new building in Leeds.
their products and go back to them time
and time again.”
Andy continued, “With our long association
with Harlequin, we couldn’t think of going
anywhere else. WoodSpring just works.
It’s perfect. The dancers really appreciate
it; they know that they’re safe and they
can bounce up and down for days and
nothing’s going to go wrong. That’s peace
of mind! The dancers know they’re getting
a top quality floor; that it’s going to be right
and that they’re not going to slip, fall over
or hurt themselves. And I know the floor’s
not going to fail; it delivers every time.”
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Talking to British Harlequin, Andy
Waddington, Head of Technical Services
stressed the importance of sprung floors
that benefit not just ballet dancers, but
dancers of all styles and age groups that
use their facility. When the architects
were appointed a Harlequin sprung floor
was high on the priority list. “Harlequin
is something I can trust and I know it is
going to work.” said Andy. He explained,
“Northern Ballet has a long history with
Harlequin; we’ve still got working floors
that we bought in 2000! Harlequin
means reliability. I’ve got confidence in

“I am very happy with the Harlequin
floors in the building.” said John Slater,
Technical Manager of Phoenix Dance Theatre.
“I’m yet to find anything else that makes the
dancers happy.”
The Leeds based contemporary dance company,
founded in 1981, is now sharing a purpose-built
facility that includes studios equipped with Harlequin
WoodSpring sprung floors and Harlequin Studio vinyl
dance surfaces. Phoenix Dance Theatre effectively relaunched about three years ago with new dancers and
new management, but retained the “amazing legacy
for the quality of work.” John continued, “We are a
contemporary dance company and they dance not in
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Harlequin is the floor Phoenix Dance
Theatre keep coming back to!
Dancers Azzurra Ard

ovini & Josh Willie

in Melt

ballet shoes but barefoot and in socks.
It is difficult to find a floor that has the right amount of
traction so they are not slipping around when they are in
socks, yet allows them to move when they are barefoot
and Harlequin seems to be the one they keep coming
back to.”
“For touring I have used Harlequin floors in the past
and I am about to buy some more...the dancers and the
rehearsal director won’t allow me to buy anything else!”
Interview

Interview with John Slater, Phoenix Dance.
Photo: Brian Slater

Dancer – Chihiro Kawasaki in Melt

Interviews with Andy Waddington and John Slater can also be viewed
on the Harlequin YouTube channel and Harlequin video channel.
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Beijing International Ballet and Choreography Competition

The first international ballet
competition in Beijing
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dance companies

Ms. Zhang Xin Lu, Mr. Ma

Xiao Dong

Photo: Liu Yang

Harlequin were proud to be a sponsor of the first biannual Beijing International Ballet and Choreography
Competition, and to have provided the main stage
sprung and vinyl floors. The Harlequin Liberty sprung
floor panels with a Harlequin Cascade dance surface
allowed the contestants to perform with the total
confidence that comes with knowing you are
dancing on a first class sprung floor.

Hosted by the National Centre for the
Performing Arts and strongly supported
by China's Ministry of Culture, 80
dancers competed in the classical ballet
and choreography contest. Judged by
an international panel drawn from 10
different countries, the panel included
Tamara Rojo, the Royal Ballet's principal
dancer, appearing in a judging role for
the first time. Madame Zhao Ruheng,
Artistic Director of the National Ballet of
China, said that she envisioned the event

with the help of Frank Andersen, Artistic
Director of the Royal Danish Ballet. Zhao
and Andersen first met at a competition
in Korea and talked about hosting a
Chinese event for years. "Now, our dream
has come true." said Madame Zhao.
Renowned Finnish ballerina Doris Laine,
who chaired the ballet portion of the
competition, first visited Beijing 21 years
ago. She said, “The Beijing event has the
potential to grow into an influential world
contest…like the city's grown".
Xie Li Jun, Sun Rui Chen

Keeping it clean
It is time to get the rubber gloves on, pick up your mop
and take to the floor to give your vinyl dance surface a
spring clean. A new series of videos on YouTube and the
Harlequin video channel show how it is done.
Cleaning, care and protection materials to keep your vinyl dance surface in tiptop condition can be ordered online from www.harlequinshop.com or by calling the
Harlequin sales office on 0800 28 99 32.

Join the Harlequin
conversation online
Like Harlequin Floors on Facebook
http://www.facebook.com/ harlequinfloors
Follow us on Twitter
@DanceFloors
Comment on our blog
http://harlequinukblog.blogspot.com/
Check out the latest news
http://www.harlequinfloors.com/uk/news.html
Watch our videos on YouTube
http://www.youtube.com/harlequinfloors

The Harlequin Dance
Floor Cleaner video can
be viewed by clicking
on the QR code or via
Harlequin's YouTube
channel or video channel.

©2012 British Harlequin plc
Festival House, Chapman Way
Tunbridge Wells, Kent,
TN2 3EF, UK
Tel: 01892 514888
Fax: 01892 514222
enquiries@harlequinfloors.com

LONDON
LUXEMBOURG
PARIS
MADRID
LOS ANGELES
PHILADELPHIA
FORT WORTH
SYDNEY
HONG KONG

Harlequin News is the official journal of British Harlequin plc
Harlequin is a registered trademark of British Harlequin plc. Images
used in Harlequin News are the copyright property of British Harlequin
plc unless specifically identified and stated otherwise and are available
to download for publication with the associated news item from
www.harlequinfloors.com. All enquiries concerning image copyright
should be addressed to enquiries@harlequinfloors.com.

