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Last year was an exciting year in
the UK with the Queen’s Diamond
Jubilee as well as the Olympics and
Paralympics dominating much of the
summer.
Harlequin too had a good year and
was involved with some interesting projects and events. The
red Routemaster Big Dance bus was a feature at various
venues in and around London during the summer. With
its Harlequin Liberty sprung floor and Harlequin Cascade
surface, there were some great performances from dancers of
all levels and abilities and we received positive feedback from
many participants.
Also in this issue of Harlequin News we take a look at the
impressively refurbished West London Dance and find out who
attended the grand reopening. In addition, a look at the new
stage at the Birmingham Hippodrome and the redevelopment
of Central St Martins College of Arts and Design in London.
Throughout 2012 there was increased focus on helping injured
dancers and we have an update from NIDMS a year since the
launch.
At the end of 2012 Harlequin launched a brand new UK
website. Feedback has been very positive so we hope you like it!
Harlequin News is one way of us communicating with our
customers but don’t forget, there are many ways to get in
touch. Join us on Facebook (/harlequinfloors), follow us
on Twitter (@DanceFloors), keep up to date with the latest
developments on our website, which features a Live Chat link,
meet the team at exhibitions or call us free on 0800 28 99 32.
Whichever way you choose to get in touch, we look forward to
hearing from you!
Guy Dagger
Managing Director,
British Harlequin plc

Summer of
dance with the
Big Dance Bus
SEE PAGE 2
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Harlequin Liberty hired for Big Dance 2012

Big Dance 2012 - the iconic red
Routemaster bus on tour with
a Harlequin floor

As part of the Cultural Olympiad, the Big Dance Bus tour’s aim
was “set to get everyone dancing this summer.” It stopped at
shopping centres, squares and parks, plus a few famous London
locations – “anywhere where there were people who might be in
need of some fun and dancing.”
The Big Dance Bus hosted a multitude of
dance styles and activities, from street to folk
via contemporary and tango. “The Big Dance
Bus brought its own resident dance company
and presented a mixture of performances from
local acts and schools to professionals. Plus
the opportunity to join free workshops in swing,
folk, hip hop, hula and Zumba®.
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On tour with the Big Dance Bus and provided
by British Harlequin, was 100m2 of Harlequin
Liberty sprung dance floor covered with a
Harlequin Cascade dance surface to create a
professional quality sprung floor at each of the
30 venues on the seven week tour.
The iconic red double-decker London
Routemaster bus was described by the
organisers as “the ultimate pop up
ballroom and ready-made rave... complete
with dancefloor, pumping sound system,
compere and DJ - perfect for showcases,
portable raves and impromptu dance
offs.”

July

The Big Dance Bus rolled into Covent Garden Piazza.

10 th

By 10am the Harlequin Liberty sprung floor with
Harlequin Cascade top surface was laid on the Piazza,
as preparations for the day's show proceeded back stage.
And as show host, Hakeem Onibudo told the lunchtime
crowds "Without Harlequin providing the dance floor we
would be dancing on concrete!"

events
Darcey Bussell officially reopens West London School of Dance

Stars turn out for the
grand opening of West
London Dance
Harlequin Activity sprung dance floor has helped to transform
an ageing, dilapidated community hall into a world class dance
studio as part of a £1.25m regeneration project for the West
London School of Dance.
An important part of the school’s history for 26
years, the former Shepherd's Bush Village Hall
was in poor condition and lacked the facilities
required for a modern dance studio. When
Hammersmith & Fulham (H&F) Council put
it up for sale in February 2011, the Wigoder
Family Foundation purchased the building
and pledged to allow all charitable occupying
groups to remain as tenants.
With low ceilings, no sound system, concrete
flooring and minimal on-site facilities, there
was a clear need for regeneration. After raising
£240,000 for the renovation with donations
from The Linbury Trust, The Andrew Lloyd
Webber Foundation, The Garfield Weston
Foundation, and Cameron Mackintosh –
architects, Pedder & Scampton were appointed
to design a complete and full refurbishment of
the ground floor, including the installation of a
Harlequin Activity sprung dance floor system.
Harlequin supplied 180m2 of its Harlequin
Activity sprung floor system for the new 16.5m
x 11.6m studio. Based on the ‘triple sandwich’
construction originated by the company over
30 years ago, it eliminates the need for metal
springs and rubber pads and as it is a fully
floating system with no fixings, it can be laid
on almost any surface without preparation.
Specified with a grey Harlequin Cascade
surface, the silky smooth embossed system
provided an ideal combination of aesthetics,
versatility, safety and suitability to the
demands of a wide range of dance styles from
ballet to tap.

“Harlequin has laid the best floor in the world
and it has transformed the way we work,” said
Anna du Boisson, Director of West London
Dance “We have a Harlequin floor in our two
smaller studios over the road in our school and
it is perfect, it is exactly what you want.”
As part of the comprehensive specification,
Harlequin also supplied and fitted 26 double
oval ballet barre brackets along with over 50
1.5 metre long pine barres, end brackets
and corner sleeves to give the impression of
a continuous double ballet barre around the
room’s perimeter. To complete the design and
provide a high-end studio space, a series of
floor-to-ceiling mirrors were also installed.
The new hall was officially opened on
November 6th 2012 by former principal dancer
at The Royal Ballet and one of the UK’s most
celebrated ballerinas, Darcey Bussell. The
ceremony was also attended by some of the
industry’s biggest names, including Strictly
Come Dancing judge Craig Revel-Horwood and
founder of the Pineapple Dance Studio Debbie
Moore.

Darcey Bussell cuts the ribbon to
declare West London School of
Dance open. Joining her in the
celebrations was fellow Strictly
judge Craig Revel-Horwood.
Photos: JAB Productions

Thanks to the versatile, high performance
dance floor supplied and installed by Harlequin
Floors, this historical hall will continue to
ensure the school’s 800 students, aged from
3 - 16 can fulfil their potential as they practise
their dance skills in a state-of-the-art studio
space.

Before...

...After
Harlequin Activity sprung floor with Harlequin Cascade surface.
Mirrors and barres also supplied by Harlequin.
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£145m redevelopment of Central Saint
Martins College of Arts and Design
Over 1,600m² of Harlequin Activity sprung flooring
was used to create four stunning performance spaces
at the King’s Cross Campus for the University of the
Arts London, Central Saint Martins College of Arts
and Design – providing world class facilities to 5,000
students whose University alumni include actors Colin
Firth, Pierce Brosnan and John Hurt.
For the main KX Platform Theatre, set
to host a wide range of events from
rock concerts to ballet performances,
Harlequin supplied 351m² of Harlequin
Activity sprung flooring with a Weitzer
Parquet Oak surface – blending
seamlessly into the stylish interior.

For the studio theatre space, another
160m² of Harlequin Activity sprung floor
was specified, finished with engineered
maple. To complete the 1,656m²
project, Harlequin Activity flooring was
specified, supplied and installed for six
additional rehearsal spaces.

During the creation of two multi-purpose
workshop spaces Harlequin fitted 101m²
and 56m² of Harlequin Cascade vinyl
floor in white and black respectively.
Supplied to perfectly complement
the decor, it was combined with the
Harlequin Activity sprung floor system
to offer optimum levels of robustness,
versatility and longevity.

Now home to 5,000 students and staff,
the King’s Cross Campus forms the focal
point of a new 67 acre development that
is the largest undertaken in London for
150 years. Working closely with Drama by
Design, Harlequin Floors has ensured the
architectural masterpiece has matching
world-class facilities for its teaching,
experimenting and performance spaces.

Birmingham Hippodrome’s
£1.2m refurbishment
Harlequin Standfast vinyl floor has provided a new “world class”
stage at the £1.2m refurbishment of Birmingham Hippodrome –
the UK’s busiest single theatre and the most popular dance venue
outside London.
After 30 years and more than 1,000 performances since its last refurbishment, the main stage at the
Birmingham Hippodrome was in desperate need of repair with splits, cracks and uneven surfaces.
Following the removal of the original floor and the repair and levelling of the joists, Harlequin’s
installation team laid 630m2 of Harlequin Standfast vinyl flooring to form a stunning new stage area
and rejuvenate the orchestra pit. Specified in a black finish, this ensured Birmingham Hippodrome
could use the surface as a finished floor whilst also allowing the addition of a portable floor over the
top, as and when required.
With the theatre closed for just four weeks, from August 25th to September 26th 2012,
the installation process had to be smooth, efficient and hassle-free.
“The installation team were superb and always on hand to answer queries, listen to our
requests and help facilitate the other works we needed to undertake,” said Barry Hope,
Technical Manager at Birmingham Hippodrome. “They worked very hard due to the
short timescale, but were never phased by what was around the corner.”
The new-look Birmingham Hippodrome is sure to remain a key performance
space for a wide variety of productions, ranging from opera and ballet to
pantomime.

4

touring
g
theatre &

Harlequin Hi-Shine
for the production
of ‘Feast’ at the
Young Vic
The Young Vic's production of Feast explores Yoruba
culture through drama, music and dance, telling the
story of its journey across four centuries and four
continents. Directed by Rufus Norris (Cabaret, London
Road) and penned by five writers, one from each of the
countries featured in the story, we are taken on the
journey of the slaves captured in Nigeria in the 1700s
through Brazil, Cuba and the USA to London in 2013.
The story focuses on the fate of three
sisters, Oya, Oshun and Yemaya, who
are separated at a crossroads on their
way to a feast. We follow their survival
as spirits of courage, mischief and
incredible resilience as they resurface in
a new country in successive centuries;
charting the ways Yoruba has influenced
other cultures and societies.
The black Harlequin Hi-Shine flooring
reflects George Cespedes’ dazzling
choreography and Lysander Ashton of
59 Productions’ beautifully fluid video
projections.
Young Vic Production Manager, Anthony
Newton, explains, “The Harlequin

Hi-Shine floor is incredibly durable and,
with a bit of care and regular cleaning,
has kept its glossy black shine. We hope
to tour the production internationally
next year, taking it on the journey that
the story follows and I am confident that
the current floor is up to that job.”
“We’re working with world-renowned
dancers including Alexander Varona
(Russell Maliphant Company) and Ira
Mandela Siobhan (DV8) and they have
loved it. It’s a great surface for them
to work on and with Paule Constable’s
beautiful lighting design, sensitive to its
reflection, they look amazing.”

Photos: Richard Hubert Smith

Universal Ballet dancers travel
the world on Harlequin floors
It was during a world tour when dancers of South Korean based
Universal Ballet first discovered the delightful experience of
performing on a Harlequin dance floor.
General Director, Julia H Moon elaborates:
“When we visited Les Grands Ballet Canadiens
while we were on tour in 2001, our dancers fell
in love with their floors, which were Harlequin
Studio. Ever since, Universal Ballet has danced
on Harlequin in our studios at home, during our
local performances and on our overseas tours.
Our dancers feel at home in every theatre around
the world with Harlequin underfoot.” Universal
Ballet also purchased more Harlequin Studio in
dark grey, to furnish two of their studios, plus
more for touring.

5

events
The Australian Dance Awards
Ausdance said: "The sponsorship
received from Harlequin Floors was truly
valued as it helped [us] to produce what
was a high quality performance event."
Harlequin Floors’ Managing Director,
Guy Dagger, and Chrissy Sharp, Chair
of the Dance Board, Australia Council,
presented the award for ‘Outstanding
Performance by a Company’ to Bangarra
Dance Theatre for “Belong”.
Guy Dagger (left), former Cultural Program and Company Manager, Amy Hammond
(centre) and Chrissy Sharp, Chair of the Dance Board, Australia Council (right).

In another first, the 2012 Australian
Dance Awards was live-streamed to
major cities across Australia. The Awards
took place at the Heath Ledger Theatre,
State Theatre Centre, Perth and those
who visited the Perth Cultural Centre,
Federation Square in Melbourne and
The Concourse in Sydney, on Saturday
1st September, had the opportunity to
be a part of the celebrations thanks to
live-streaming.

Scholarship awarded at
Prix de Lausanne
The 41st Prix de Lausanne International Ballet Competition 27th January to 2nd February 2013.
Frank Andersen, president of the jury, presented the new Harlequin Floors scholarship prize to a
clearly thrilled Jinhao Zhang of the University of Shanghai, Liaoing Ballet School. When Harlequin
Floors caught up with Jinhao Zhang for his first interview to camera, he was quick to praise the
quality of the Harlequin dance floors used during the event and for the finals, explaining that “a good
floor enables me to perform my techniques; not possible with some floors which can be slippery.”
Surprised at winning, but delighted all his hard work paid off, Jinhao Zhang will now be
able to continue his training at one of the most prestigious dance
schools in the world – maybe The Royal Ballet if his
“dream comes true”.
Beth Krasna, President of the Prix de Lausanne,
thanked Harlequin for making the Scholarship
possible, saying: "We appreciate the decision taken
by Harlequin Floors to give a scholarship to one of
our finalists, particularly in such a difficult economic
climate. Harlequin gives the chance to a talented
candidate to live his passion and complete his training,
which will probably enhance his chance to succeed as a
professional dancer."
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Jinhao Zhang receives Harlequin Floors Scholarship.
Photo - Gregory Batardon.

Harlequin Floors
at 22nd IADMS
Annual Meeting
As part of Harlequin Floors’ commitment to raising health and safety
standards for dancers, we once again sponsored the Annual Meeting of
the International Association for Dance Medicine & Science (IADMS).
The three-day event was held at Singapore's Hotel Novotel Clarke Quay
in October, with the event aiming to improve the health, well-being,
training and performance of dancers and performers all over the world.
As part of the event, the IADMS administered an award programme for
student researchers and a competition for the Marjorie Moore Student
Poster Award.

Photos: Jeff Busby

For the first time in the history of the Australian Dance awards, a major sponsorship
agreement was reached between Harlequin Floors and Ausdance. The full title of the
awards was The 2012 Australian Dance Awards, presented by Harlequin Floors.

news
health
NIDMS update

National Institute of Dance
Medicine and Science –
post launch update
Since the launch of the National Institute of Dance Medicine and Science
(NIDMS) on 30th April 2012, the new NHS dance injury clinic has been
inundated with enquiries and referrals from all over the country.
In the first 6 months some 70 dancers
had appointments with Dr Wolman,
presenting with a range of different
injuries, the commonest of which
have been to the ankle, hip and back.
A small amount of these (around
5%) have needed surgery, a larger
percentage (around 60%) have needed
physiotherapy and been seen by Caroline
Jubb, the dance physiotherapist, funded
by monies raised for the NIDMS services

so far by Harlequin, Jerwood Charitable
Foundation and numerous individual
donors.
As a result of the publicity generated
for the specialist NHS clinic (which
included features on BBC Breakfast and
Radio 1), dancers from a wide range of
dance styles have come to know about
and made use of the clinic. This is
really good news as it was always the
intention for it to provide a service for

Royal National Orthopaedic
Hospital, London

the many dancers working on shorterterm contracts and competing at a high
level who don’t benefit from the kind of
comprehensive healthcare provided inhouse by the largest dance companies.
Dancers who’ve been through the system
have been overwhelmingly positive about
the treatment they’ve received:
‘Having just returned from my
appointment at the NIDMS clinic I have

nothing but positive feedback. I was
particularly happy with the time and
thoroughness that they gave me and my
case.’
‘The relief I felt of a medical practitioner
understanding my injury from my point
of view was incredible.’
To find out more about the National
Institute’s aims, how to help and
how to access the NHS clinic, visit
www.nidms.co.uk

Praise for Harlequin flooring
at Renton Dance Studio
Tr a i n i n g
at
their
studios
in
Farnborough
n Dance Studio
rsing at Rento
g dancers rehea
Hampshire,
Budding youn
dancers
at
The Renton Dance Studio
have seen success across the
festival scene for many years.
Almost 300 dancers aged
2 to 18 take part in ballet,
tap, modern, contemporary
& musical theatre classes
throughout the week.
Standards have always been high and former student accolades range from performing
in London's West End shows such as We Will Rock You, Oliver, Fame, The Lion King,
Mamma Mia and Mary Poppins to securing placement at prestigious dance and theatre
schools such as Rambert School of Ballet, Performers Dance College, Conti School of
Performing Arts, Laine Theatre Arts and Bird College, with others attending classes at
The Royal Ballet and Central School of Ballet.
For over 25 years, Principal Senta Renton has been keen to support the creation
of 'Friends of Renton Dance Studio' fundraising committee to assist in developing
facilities whilst involving dancer's families in the school.
Recently the fundraising team installed a Harlequin Liberty sprung dance floor into the
main studio, transforming it into a professional facility and dramatically reducing the
number of sprained ankles and knees. The Harlequin Cascade floor covering provides
a perfect surface for dance and has been universally praised by the students!
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Harlequin Vitality
– DIY sprung
dance floor in
a handy pack!

Harlequin Vitality at Recall Theatre, Tunbridge Wells

Harlequin’s new Vitality sprung floor system was
officially launched at Move It 2013 for those who
want the benefits of a sprung floor but perhaps have
a smaller budget or space. Designed for self-installation
and versatile enough that even those with basic DIY skills will be able
to install it easily. Whether you want to create a performance space in
a garage, barn, village hall or dance studio, Harlequin Vitality offers a
cost-effective solution and helps reduce the injury risks associated with
dancing or performing on a hard, unsprung floor.
Harlequin Vitality is available in packs of 10, 20, 40 or 60 panels, enabling you to choose which one best
fits your space and budget. The panels join together by a special tongue and groove, which are glued during
installation, using the glue and glue cartridge provided in the pack. Once all panels are in place, you can lay
the Harlequin Reversible vinyl surface with either the black or grey surface. Tape the edge seams and joins to
prevent tripping and your Harlequin sprung dance floor is ready to use!
If our Harlequin Vitality packs do not suit your requirements, you can order panels according to your room
measurements. This will require slightly more DIY as you may be required to cut panels to fit your space.
However, it is still straightforward to install making it an ideal choice for dance schools big and small. Custom
Harlequin Vitality is finished with a choice of vinyl performance flooring from our range.

RIBA CPD –
now online!
Harlequin’s new online CPD entitled
‘Specifying floors for dance, what
you need to know’ is now available
http://uk.harlequinfloors.com/en/architects/ or
by scanning the QR code.
There is a quiz at the end
to test your knowledge of
Harlequin!

New website
launched
Back in October 2012 Harlequin Floors launched a new
UK website which offers users dramatic improvements
in navigation, appearance and accessibility. The new
website has been specifically designed to show off our
comprehensive range of flooring solutions in a simple and
straightforward format. It will enhance the user experience
by engaging with the client more intelligently and helping
them to locate products, systems and information
with ease.
As well as improvements to functionality, the website also
now incorporates the Harlequin Shop, previously a separate
website, which allows the user to purchase Harlequin
ballet barres, cleaning materials and accessories online.
It also continues to offer details of all things Harlequin,
from products and aftercare to case studies, news stories
and customer testimonials.

Join the Harlequin
conversation online...
Like Harlequin Floors on Facebook
http://www.facebook.com/harlequinfloors
Follow us on Twitter
@DanceFloors
Check out the latest news
http://uk.harlequinfloors.com/en/news/
Watch our videos on YouTube
http://www.youtube.com/harlequinfloors
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